




Secretary Pete Bu,gieg 
United States Department of Transporta9on 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC   20590 

RE: Le'er of Support for Beaufort County’s RAISE Grant 

Dear Secretary Bu,gieg: 

Please accept this leKer of support for Beaufort County, South Carolina’s, RAISE Grant for US 21/
SC 802 Corridor Improvements.  

Sea Island Parkway (US 21 Business) is the “Main Street” of Lady’s Island; yet in its current 
configura9on, it serves primarily as thoroughfare for cars accessing the outlying sea islands. The 
proposed project will make it safer, more accessible, and more aKrac9ve for all users including 
pedestrians (including those with disabili9es), bicyclists, shoppers, business owners, and 
investors. Undergrounding u9li9es, adding appropriate landscaping including shade trees, 
installing proper ligh9ng, and using best management prac9ces in stormwater control, will make 
the corridor “greener” and more resilient. 

Sea Island Parkway is the gateway to Hun9ng Island State Park and St. Helena Island, the largest 
Gullah/Geechee community in Beaufort County. Sea Island Parkway provides access to the Penn 
Center Na9onal Historic Landmark District, and the Reconstruc9on Era Na9onal Historical Park 
unit at Penn Center. Instead of the concrete and asphalt auto-centric 3-5 lane thoroughfare that 
currently greets residents and visitors, the proposed streetscape redesign will provide a fi,ng 
entrance to these regional and na9onal treasures.  The proposed project will align the street 
design with the plans, policies, and development regula9ons already in place in the County and 
its partner, the City of Beaufort. 

We urge you to fully fund Beaufort County’s RAISE Grant applica9on. 

Sincerely, 

Robb Wells 
President/CEO 
Greater Beaufort-Port Royal CVB











 

 
 

7/9/21	
Secretary	Pete	Buttigieg	
United	States	Department	of	Transportation	
1200	New	Jersey	Avenue,	SE	
Washington,	DC	20590	
	
Secretary	Buttigieg,	
	
Please	accept	this	letter	of	support	from	the	South	Carolina	Coastal	Conservation	League	for	Beaufort	
County,	South	Carolina’s	RAISE	Grant	application	for	improvements	to	the	US	21/SC	802	Corridor	
Improvements.		
	
Sea	Island	Parkway	(US	21	Business)	is	thought	of	as	the	“Main	Street”	of	Lady’s	Island;	but,	the	current	
road	is	not	a	true	main	street.	Instead,	it	quickly	transports	vehicles	to	the	outer	sea	islands,	including	
Hunting	Island,	the	State’s	most	heavily	trafficked	State	Park,	and	St.	Helena	Island,	which	is	the	heart	of	
Gullah/Geechee	life	in	Beaufort	County.	Cyclists,	pedestrians	and	wheelchair	users	are	left	behind	and	
cannot	safely	navigate	this	stretch	of	road,	or	even	negotiate	the	main	intersection	of	Sea	Island	Parkway	
and	Sam’s	Point	Road.		
	
Improvements	in	this	corridor	have	long	been	recommended,	contemplated,	and	even	beautifully	
illustrated.	Below,	you	will	see	an	excerpt	from	the	City	of	Beaufort’s	Civic	Master	plan,	envisioning	what	
the	intersection	might	be.	
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More	recent	planning	initiatives	like	the	Lady’s	Island	Plan	have	identified	specific	goals	for	the	
roadway,	including:	“Plan	for	and	implement	a	comprehensive	streetscape	design	for	Sea	Island	
Parkway	and	Lady’s	Island	Drive/Sam’s	Point	Road.”1	In	short,	the	County’s	proposal	mirror	community	
priorities	that	have	been	agreed	upon	for	over	20	years.		
	
This	project	also	dovetails	nicely	with	the	completion	of	a	significant	redesign	of	Boundary	Street	in	the	
City	of	Beaufort,	a	project	that	was	completed	utilizing,	in	part,	TIGER	grant	funds.	As	Boundary	Street	
continues	through	the	city	and	over	the	Beaufort	River,	it	eventually	becomes	Sea	Island	Parkway.	This	
project	should	be	seen	as	the	logical	extension	of	that	corridor	and	provides	greater	connectivity	for	
cyclist	and	pedestrians.			
	
This	project	will	make	the	roadway	safer	for	all	users,	something	that	is	desperately	needed.	Lower	
income	residents	on	St.	Helena	frequently	walk	or	bike	into	Lady’s	Island	for	essential	services	like	
groceries,	hospitals,	and	pharmacies.	The	existing	roadways	are	not	safe	for	these	users,	even	once	they	
reach	the	heart	of	Lady’s	Island.		
	
Undergrounding	utilities	is	a	game-changing	investment	that	not	only	beautifies	the	area,	but	also	makes	
us	more	resilient	to	hurricanes	and	other	weather	events.	Landscaping	has	been	shown	to	make	drivers	
more	cautious,	providing	visual	cues	to	slow	down	and	indicating	they	are	driving	through	a	true	
community.		
	
Finally,	there	is	broad	agreement	that	Lady’s	Island	is	ripe	for	development	and	redevelopment.	As	we	
turn	our	eyes	to	the	future,	a	true	gateway	to	Lady’s	Island	and	the	sea	islands	beyond	is	essential	to	
attract	quality	investment,	keep	all	users	safe,	and	plan	for	tomorrow’s	growth.	With	a	well-designed	
and	fully	funded	street,	this	area	could	be	a	truly	special	part	of	Beaufort	County	that	residents	can	be	
proud	to	call	their	own.		
	
We	urge	you	to	fully	fund	Beaufort	County’s	application.	
	
	
Sincerely,	
	
/s/	Rikki	Parker	
	
Rikki	Parker	
Senior	Program	Director,	Legal	and	Program	Support,	RikkiP@scccl.org,	(217)	273-8823 

 
1 Lady’s	Island	Plan,	p.	9,	available	at	https://ladysislandplan.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/ladys-
island-area-plan_final-1.pdf 
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